
!!
Mr. Scott Kirkpatrick 
Executive Director, CRISIS 
8440 Jefferson Highway, Suite 301 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809 !!
Mr. Kirkpatrick:  !
Thank you so much for sending such detailed information on the CRISIS 
priorities and concerns about how capital region infrastructure challenges are 
impairing businesses and citizens from achieving their greatest potential. I am 
very excited about the potential for solution driven, stakeholder involvement 
as we move towards addressing these concerns when I am governor. The 
members of CRISIS will always have a place at the table. In response to your 
survey questions I am sending the following responses. However, this is only the 
beginning of what I know will be a fruitful and consistent line of 
communications between the members of CRISIS and the governor’s office.  !
1. Do you support the 5 priorities outlined in the CRISIS election platform, and will 
you commit to working to advance them as Governor? Please elaborate.  !
Yes. The only way that we can fully and rapidly address transportation and 
infrastructure needs is with a comprehensive, long term plan that is fully funded. 
The other tenants of your platform are all integral parts of that larger plan and I 
support them. But what is likely more important for you to understand is that I 
also have the proven record of being able to build coalitions to fully fund 
priorities.  !
2. Given the complexities raised through closely analyzing the state’s 
Transportation Trust Fund, what specific steps will you pursue so that your pledge 
to “restore trust in the trust fund” is not just a sound bite but a clear and detailed 
solution?  !
We must work through the $12 billion backlog of transportation and 
infrastructure projects, restore trust to the Transportation Trust Fund (TFT), 
and end the practice of using TFT funds for alternative purposes. As I have 
stated many times, specifically, I would commit another 25% of the capital 
outlay budget for construction for roads, bridges and ports, increasing the state 
commitment to these projects by $75 million more per year. While also drawing 
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down federal funds, this will greatly expand our ability to address the backlog 
of infrastructure projects plaguing our state and preventing the movement of 
goods and people.  !!
3. Maximizing Transportation Trust Fund dollars in itself may be insufficient to 
making serious headway tackling the state’s $12 billion infrastructure backlog. 
What is your targeted amount that you would seek to dedicate toward that effort 
on an annual basis, and what steps will you take during your first year in office to 
achieve it?  !
Please see answer to number 2 above. By committing another $75 and drawing 
down federal funds we can increase our commitment by well over $125 million a 
year. But, that is just a first step. By dealing with our structural budget problems 
we can secure more state funding and more federal match. My realistic plan to 
deal with our structural budget problems and finance our priorities is 
comprehensive and achievable and it’s about shared sacrifice for shared 
prosperity.  !
The actions taken with regard to exemptions, exclusions, rebates, credits, etc., 
in the last session were temporary. I believe we should make many of them 
permanent. In 2013, I led a bipartisan coalition to pass the only truly balanced 
budget – the only budget that did not require mid year cuts – during Jindal’s 
tenure. As governor, I am committed to:  

• Sunsetting, capping, and repealing portions of the annual $7 billion in 
tax giveaways that are not producing for our economy  

• Growing the economy in a way that produces net new revenue  
• Bringing $16 million of our federal tax dollars home over the next ten 

years to expand healthcare for working families in Louisiana 
• Never outsourcing tax and fiscal policy to Grover Norquist or any special 

interest.  !
4. Finally, and most importantly, knowing that even substantial additional 
resources devoted to addressing the backlog still provide nothing for major new 
capacity “megaprojects,” what steps will you take during your first year in office 
to provide desperately needed funding both to expedite improvements along the 
I-10 corridor and to establish another major thoroughfare through the region and 
across the Mississippi River?  !
See above answer regarding salvaging the budget.  !!
Sincerely,  
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John Bel Edwards  
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