
 

 

1. Absolutely. Relieving congestion in our major cities, especially Baton Rouge, is 
critically important to increase the flow of commerce, grow jobs, and give us more 
time to spend with our family rather than sitting in traffic.  

As Governor, I will lead an effort with local legislators, chambers, businesses and 
other area officials to work together on a concrete plan to improve Baton Rouge’s 
transportation infrastructure. As your Governor, I’m going to be hands-on in 
solving the challenges that frustrate everyone living, working, or traveling through 
Baton Rouge.  

In order to provide congestion relief in Baton Rouge, we have to tackle several 
challenges head-on. First and foremost, we have to widen lanes on I-10 from the 
Mississippi River Bridge to the I-10/I-12 split. That bottleneck is one of the worst 
in the country and it is literally bottlenecking our economy. We also need to 
improve or widen congested secondary streets in the heart of the city. To truly be 
successful in relieving traffic congestion, we have to focus on longer-term projects 
like a new Mississippi River bridge and alternative routes outside the city. None of 
these solutions are inexpensive; therefore we must be principled in our investments 
to ensure the infrastructure we build provides necessary congestion relief. For too 
long we’ve spread things a mile wide and an inch deep. Instead, we need to focus 
on key high priority projects where congestion is the greatest and where economic 
development is crucial.  

In order to do this, we’ll have to greatly overhaul how we currently pay for our 
roads and bridges. Last year, we only used 11% of our Transportation Trust Fund 
on roads and bridges. That is unacceptable. We also need to stop raiding the 
Transportation Trust Fund. That is one area of the budget where I would put more 
protections in place, not less.  

This is where my opponent and I are very different. John Bel Edwards voted for 5 
Jindal budgets that raided the Transportation Trust Fund to the tune of $163 
million that could have gone to building projects that would have relieved our 
current traffic congestion.  



Again, I’ll lead an effort with all the groups involved and I’ll never allow the 
Transportation Trust Fund to be used for unrelated programs.  

2. Louisiana’s mechanism for funding our roads and bridges is clearly broken and 
we cannot afford gimmicky “if-then” solutions that don’t provide immediate 
results. As I have said on several occasions, I plan to call a Special Session focused 
on fundamental spending and tax reform, where I will work to undo certain 
dedicated portions of our budget that are currently protected so that we can finally 
stop killing higher education and health care with a death by a thousand cuts. But 
one area where I would put more protections in place is the Transportation Trust 
Fund. We cannot allow for it to be raided time and time again as it has been in the 
past several years. Once we’ve attained a level of budget stability, I’ll lead an 
effort to pass pro-growth measures that will spur economic growth to produce new 
revenue. We also need to ensure prior trust fund revenue sources like the vehicle 
sales tax actually go into the trust fund rather than getting hijacked for the general 
fund and used for unrelated programs. Louisianians pay a 20-cent gas tax at the 
pump believing those monies will be used to better our roads and bridges. This is 
not the case. I pointed out early in my campaign that Louisiana was only utilizing 
11% of yearly gas tax revenue on our roads and bridges. Your organization 
confirmed that in your analysis. As your Governor, I’ll put trust back in the trust 
fund by proactively taking the necessary steps to effectively manage and maximize 
the current gas tax Louisianians pay that is intended to make our roads and bridges 
better for everyday use.  

3 and 4. Louisiana has numerous transportation infrastructure issues statewide – 
the congestion bottleneck in Baton Rouge, I-49 North and South, the Calcasieu 
River Bridge, and LA 1, to name a few. We need to push strong reforms to the 
current system first, give voters the confidence in state government again that we 
are being good stewards of their taxpayer dollars. Only once we’ve restored trust in 
the trust fund we will be able to look at other revenue measures. But we can start 
by ensuring prior trust fund revenue sources like the vehicle sales tax actually go 
into the trust fund. After the special session that I’ve mention in previous answers, 
I will work to lead the legislature and others in developing and proposing a high-
priority highway building program to build vital projects on an expedited basis.  

 


