


Unsustainable Backlog & Failing Bridges

Louisiana currently has a $13.1 billion –
and growing – transportation 
maintenance backlog.

Between structural deficiencies and 
design issues, more than 3,000 Louisiana 
bridges are in need of replacement

Funding the state’s transportation 
backlog will not address $10+ billion in 
needed megaprojects for new capacity 
and traffic congestion relief

Louisiana ranks in the 
bottom five states for every 

measure of roadway 
condition. These poor road 
conditions cost the average 

Louisiana driver almost 
$670 per year.



Massive Statewide Impact

A report by TRIP shows that poorly maintained and inadequate infrastructure costs Louisiana 
$6.5 billion every year:

Location Maintenance Congestion Safety TOTAL

Per-Driver
Cost

Baton Rouge $696 $1,262 $508 $2,466

Lafayette $706 $715 $603 $2,024

New Orleans $672 $1,161 $338 $2,171

Shreveport $698 $713 $483 $1,894

Statewide 
Total

Louisiana $2 Billion $2.4 Billion $2.1 Billion $6.5 Billion



Other states invest more in transportation than LA

27 states have approved plans to 
raise additional transportation 

revenues since 2012

Currently, Louisiana ranks 42nd for 
the gas tax rate among all states

Image courtesy of the Tax Foundation

20 of these states have Republican 
Governors and 18 of these states 
were carried by President Trump

Source: Tax Foundation; HNTB



Game, set, match: LA is losing federal funds

As of FY 2019 budget, next year and in all future years after that, Louisiana will 
not be able to fully match federal funds available, leaving millions on the table 

for other states such as Georgia and Texas.

Federal transportation funds are required to have non-federal match

If Trump passes a new trillion dollar infrastructure program, it will also require 
matching funds, possibly at an even higher match rate. Louisiana will give even 

more federal dollars to other states.



Why 2017?

2017 is a critical year for 
transportation investment. If a major 
new revenue increase is not passed 
this year, our next opportunity will 
not come until 2021.

2017 Current Opportunity

2018 Non-Fiscal Session

2019 Election Year

2020 Non-Fiscal Session

2021 Next Opportunity

Surveys from LSU indicate strong 
bipartisan support for a gas tax 
increase for transportation: 61% for 
15 cents, 55% for 20 cents



Individual Impact of Gas Tax

An additional $700M transportation investment would cost the average driver just over $13 
per month, or roughly $3.91 per tank.* However, due to lower gas prices, drivers would still 

pay nearly $20 less per tank than they were paying in 2014.

*Assuming a 17 gallon tank.

2014

$3.50 Gas Price

$.20 Gas Tax

$62.90 per 
Tank

2017

$2.10 Gas Price

$.20 Gas Tax
+

$.23 Additional

$43.01 per 
Tank



It Costs More to Do Nothing
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Currently, the state gas tax costs the 
average Louisiana driver $135 per year. 
A $700M per year transportation 
investment would cost the average 
driver $158 more per year.

The tax burden imposed by new 
investment is less than half the cost 
already created by poorly maintained 
roads.



Principles of the Transportation Legislation

Maximize Existing Funding and ensure Accountability:
• Continue to restore trust to the Transportation Trust Fund, and prohibit the 

transfer of TTF funds to non-transportation uses

• Leverage existing financing opportunities

Increase Transportation Investment:
• Significantly increase transportation revenue sufficient to address the state’s 

$13BN maintenance backlog and construct new capacity “megaprojects”

• While a variety of sources have been considered, the bulk of funding must 

come through an increase in the state gas tax

• Direct all new revenue to construction and maintenance projects

• Increase transparency and accountability on megaproject construction, 

including project delivery timeline, prioritized through a data-based analysis 

of project benefits

Principles 
developed 

through 
outreach to 

legislators and 
business 

organizations



Ask Your Business Group to Join the Coalition

Legislative outreach has confirmed that a statewide business-led coalition has the greatest 
chance of moving the needle on transportation revenue. Here’s what we need from coalition 

members:

A belief that Louisiana’s overburdened and under-maintained transportation system is 
unacceptable, and a revenue increase sufficient to address the problem is required 

Willingness to be recognized by name and logo with other coalition members

Active communication with other coalition members and your legislators, and 
attendance/testimony at legislative committee meetings if necessary



The BUILD IT Coalition so far …

Louisiana Chemical Association

Association of Louisiana

Lafayette Convention 
and Visitors Commission


